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HIDE AND SEEK  

     Do you ever write let ters you do not send?  I just wrote Bishop Watson a very 
long e-mail that I then deleted without sending.  I did it as a way of clarifying my 
thoughts.  I told him about the challenges with which I am dealing as we prepare 
for the making of appointments.  This is a st range year with unique stressors for 
me and for some of the congregat ions and pastors in this district .  I am waking up 
in the middle of the night with my mind racing.  The heart of the problem: I am 
not in control.  I could solve a lot of my problems if I could be given control, but I 
am limited.  Mostly what I can control is my react ions to the things I cannot 
control.  The Apost le Paul was, as the Brit ish say, spot on when he said that 
there are three great qualit ies:  faith, hope, and love.  Nowhere is this t ruer than 
how we respond to the things beyond our control.  Had I writ ten the Corinthians 
I probably would have told them about my big three:  fear, anger, and guilt .  I 
turn to one of these on a regular basis, in spite of their consistent failure to do any 
good at all.  Why do I do this?  

     Listen to these words of the great spiritual guide, Henri Nouwen, from his book 

 

The Return of the Prodigal Son:   

I am beginning now to see how radically the character of my spiritual journey  
will change when I no longer think of God as hiding out and making it as diffi-  
cult as possible for me to find (God); but, instead, as the one who is looking for   
me while I am doing the hiding.

  

     To this I add these words from William Shannon s book Silence on Fire:   
I t is not enough that we behave better; we must come to see reality differently.

  

     I believe that we hide from God in our fears and anger and guilt .  More to the 
point , we hide from God in our desire for control.  We are born seeing reality as 
something to control.  As Christ ians we can see reality different ly.  Reality is an 
opportunity to seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness.  Reality is an 
opportunity to walk by faith; maintain hope that God always has the last word; 
and, most of all, to see people, not as objects to be controlled, but persons whom 
our Lord wants to love through us (whom He loves).  Of course, this is part of 
why we hide.   Even though we are in far more control (at least of ourselves) when 
we are seeking to love, we feel more in control when we are trying to control, when 
we are actively (if unconsciously) hiding from the One Who made us to love.  

      As we approach Holy Week again, I acknowledge that giving up control 
sometimes feels like taking up a cross.  I t is amazing to think that God came fully 
out of hiding when J esus took up his cross.  Where are you being called to do 
that?  May our Lord help us to see reality differently.  May we discover again how 
God is seeking us, and may we come out of hiding and experience the fullness of 
Easter/Resurrection Day, the fullness of faith, hope and love.  

         

Don Adams

 



CAMP TYGART 45TH BIRTHDAY EVENT

  

Saturday, May 17th, beginning at 10:30 AM, Camp Tygart is celebrating another birthday.  There will be a special service in the tabernacle 
followed by a catered meal supplied by the Tygart Executive Board for all who attend.  Lester Williams will lead the music, and the choir will 
be made up of the pastors of the Valdosta District.  Bishop Mike Matson will bring the message.  Because of this special event, there will be no 
District Conference this year.  Every church is encouraged to send a delegation to share in the joy and blessing of this day. 
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2008 Valdosta  
District Events      

Mar  12   No & So Sub District Adel UMC      10:00 AM  

Mar 13  15   Spouses Retreat  EBTS   

Mar 23     EASTER SUNDAY  

Mar 25    Tygart Exec Bd Mtg  Camp Tygart   7:00 PM  

Mar 28  30   UMW Retreat  EBTS       

Dates of Special Interest:  

Sub District Meeting 
Pastors North and South Sub District Meetings will be held jointly on Wednesday, March 12th at Adel 
UMC:  10:00 AM fellowship, 10:30 AM business.  

Appointment Making Dates 
The Appointive Cabinet will meet on the following dates please be in prayer:   

February 28  29   
March 13   
March 27, 28 (Appointment making begins)   
March 31  April 3 (Appointment making continues)   

April 15, 16 (Review Session)                  March 9, 2008    

HOLY WEEK SERVICES  

Valdosta First UMC will host Holy Week Services 
March 17  21, at noon each day.  The 30-minute service will 

be followed by lunch in the church Fellowship Hall.

 

Cost of the meal is $4.50

    

Sexual Ethics Workshops 
Rev. Deborah Wight-Knight, our Conference Pastoral Counselor, has graciously added several new sessions prior to 
Annual Conference to help accommodate people who have not yet attended a Sexual Ethics Workshop.  All workshops 
begin at 9:00 AM and conclude at 3:00 PM.  To register, email Deborah Wight-Knight at fumcdwk@bellsouth.net.  

Tuesday, March 18, at The Methodist Home, Macon 
      This workshop will be a little different, geared more to some of our extension ministers,   

but any pastor whose schedule permits may register and attend. 
Saturday, April 19, at First UMC, Americus 
Thursday, May 8, at White Bluff UMC, Savannah  

       

V   

     

March 23, 2008
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Administrative Services Office to Offer UM Benefits Seminars    

 

 United Methodist Pension Plans  

 

 United Methodist Personal Investment Plan (UMPIP)  

 

 Investment Tools  

 

 Welfare Plans (Death Benefit, Disability Benefits)       

 

 Health Insurance Plan (review of HealthFlex benefits)  

 

 Other benefits offered through the United Methodist Church  

 

 Incentives Procheck Health Risk Assessment  

Dates for the seminars are as follows: 
Date Time Church City 
March 4, 2008  6:30 p.m.  St. Paul UMC  Columbus 

March 5, 2008  10:00 a.m.  Albany First UMC  Albany 
March 6, 2008  10:00 a.m.  Pine Forest UMC  Dublin 

March 6, 2008  6:00 p.m.  Richmond Hill UMC  Richmond Hill  
March 7, 2008  10:00 a.m.  Waycross First UMC  Waycross 

March 8, 2008  10:00 a.m.  Wesley UMC  Macon  

If you would like more information, contact Rev. Bob Shell at the Admin Svc. Office at bob@sgaumcadmin.com or 800-535-4224. 

    
You and your congregation can join United Methodists 
worldwide by making a special offering through One 
Great Hour of Sharing to support humanitarian aid 
through the United Methodist Committee on Relief 
(UMCOR). You can be assured that when catastrophes 
cause suffering, your church, impelled by Jesus' love 
and compassion, will be in the lead to ease the pain. 
Gifts to the One Great Hour of Sharing offering 
underwrite UMCOR's "costs of doing business." That 
helps them keep their promise that 100 percent of 
every other gift you make to a specific UMCOR project 
can be spent on that project - not on home office costs. 
UMCOR's specialized ministries - responding in 
disaster, fighting hunger, alleviating poverty, providing 
relief supplies around the world, and offering hospitality 
to immigrants and refugees - all assist the most 
vulnerable people whose need is greatest. To learn 
more about UMCOR or to order resources to promote 
the offering, visit http://www.umcor.org/

 

or call 888-346-
3862. 

The Administrative Services Office of the South Georgia Conference, in conjunction with the General Board of 
Pension and Health Benefits, will be holding Benefits Seminars across the annual conference March 4-8, 
2008. This is a great opportunity for clergy and their spouses to learn how the United Methodist Church is 
helping provide financial security For Those Who Serve.

 

Topics for this seminar will include: 

       
     
Pinson Memorial UMC in Sylvester has an opening 
beginning June, 2008, for a Director of Children and 
Youth Ministry.  This person must exhibit a life 
commitment to the Great Commandment and the Great 
Commission.  The salary offered is $32,000.  A house at 
no cost is also part of the compensation package.  

If you know of a qualified person, or for further 
information, please contact Pinson Memorial UMC by 
telephone or mail:  

Pinson Memorial UMC 
PO Box 118 

Sylvester, GA  31791 
229-776-3358  

PinsonUnitedMeth@bellsouth.net 

Director of Children 
& 

Youth Ministry 

  

  Two transition workshops will be held in May for all clergy who are moving in June: 
           Tuesday, May 20 (Tifton 1st)     Wednesday, May 21 (Dublin) 

Note:  These are revised dates from those previously announced.

 


