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JONAH AND OTHER RELUCTANT ITINERANTS

Remember the phenomenal best sdller The Prayer of Jabez? About eight years ago
that little volume sold millions of copies. The prayer sought God’s blessing and an
enlargement of one’s “territory”. It was a publishing phenomenon. The author, David
Wilkinson, did avideo series on the book which | used for asmall group in the last church
| served. The amazing thing about that video series to me was this. at the end of the
series the author, who had sold a gazillion of these books, says that most people who read
the book will never experience results from the prayer. In other words it has been awaste
of money and time for most readers. Why? Because, he declared, we are too afraid of
new “territory.”  Critics blissered The Prayer of Jabez as being a sdfish prayer,
seeking blessing and bigger and better things in life. Their righteous indignation was
unnecessary. The prayer has a minefield built into it: one must be willing to grow and
change in order to be “blessed indeed,” and too many people do not have the stomach
for it.

God tried to enlarge Jonah’s territory by sending him to preach to the Ninevites, and
Jonah got on a boat in the opposite direction. It reminds me of pastor/author/seminary
professor Craig Barnes’ observation in When God I nterupts,

“Eveay Chrigtian | knowisinteestedin thecall of God. Weall want God to
call us. Wejust want to pick the placeand the people ” (p. 59)

This sounds familiar. |1 know that when pastoral appointments are released each year
there are folks who justifiably say, “What happened? Why in the world did that person
go there and not there...etc., etc., etc.” Now that | have sat around the table several
times, | understand. Pastors and churches (not all, but many) have caveats and “yes,
but” issues. My favoriteisthe preacher who did not want to move more than fifty miles
away from hisveterinarian. Often the issues are very real: sick family nearby, spousal
job concerns, special needs children, proximity to former appointments. Each year it
fedsliketrying to put together a puzzle where the pictures on the pieces should go in one
place but the shape of the piece itself will not fit.

The major complaints| get about pastors arethese: won’t visit, too controlling. The
major complaints | get about churches are these: won’t work, do not want to change.
Behind all of thisisfear. The answer isthe love of God. You’ve heard the old saying,
“People don’t recogni ze patential sucoess when they seeit becauseit comes disguised as work. ”
We don’t recognize new “territory” when we see it because it comes disguised as an
opportunity to love. Some pastors may be on the “moving list” this year, but | am
certain that our Lord looksat all of usand all of our congregations and says, “l am ready
to move them all-if they will only surrende to the call of my love ” Are you ready to move
thisyear?

Don Adams
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2008 Valdosta n Camp Tygart 45"

District Events m\ﬂm Birthday Party

Saturday, May 17", beginning at 10:30
AM, Camp Tygart is celebrating another

Apr 8 UMM Sub Dist Moultrie 1% 7:00 PM birthday. There will be a special service in
the Tabernacle followed by a catered meal
Apr 7-9 Older Adult Retreat EBTS supplied by the Tygart Executive Board for

al who attend. Lester Williams will lead
. . - . the music, and the choir will be made up of
Apr 19 Sexual Ethics Americus 1 9:00 AM the pastors of the Valdosta District. Bishop

Mike Watson will bring the message.
Apr 25-27 UMM Retreat EBTS Because of this special event, there will be
no District Conference this year. Every
church is encouraged to send a delegation

May 3

Dates of Special | nterest:

Appointment Making Dates
The Appointive Cabinet will continue meeting on the following dates...please be in prayer:

March 31 — April 3
April 15, 16 (Review Session)

UMM Sub District Meeting

The UMM Sub-District Supper will be held at Moultrie First UMC on Tuesday, April 8, 2008, at 7:00 PM.
Please call Connie McCoy at 229-985-2139 by noon Monday, April 7, to let her know the number attending
from your church.

Sexual Ethics Workshops

Rev. Deborah Wight-Knight, our Conference Pastoral Counselor, has graciously added several new sessions
prior to Annual Conference to help accommodate people who have not yet attended a Sexual Ethics
Workshop. All workshops begin at 9:00 AM and conclude at 3:00 PM. To register, email Deborah Wight-
Knight at fumcdwk@bellsouth.net.

Saturday, April 19, at First UMC, Americus
Thursday, May 8, at White Bluff UMC, Savannah

Moving Workshops
Two transition workshops will be held in May for all clergy who are moving in June:
Tuesday, May 20 (Tifton 1%) Wednesday, May 21 (Dublin)
Please call either the church or District Office (229-242-7470) for your reservation.
Note: These are revised dates from those previously announced.

Barbecue Chicken Dinners
Tuesday, April 8" - 5—7 PM

= o Benefit ACS Relay for Life
$7.00 per plate Park Avenue UMC Valdosta, GA

Contact: Nina King 244-0179 Drive thru behind the Fellowship Hall
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CONGRATULATIONS!

To Rev. Rich Wright and the Lakeland United Methodist
Church for placing second in a national Pumpkin Patch
Contest. An article in the March 12, 2008, Valdosta
Daily Times told how the local church effort gained the
Lakeland congregation a $250 prize as well as national
recognition. Rev. Wright told the Times, “The people in
the church seemed to bond  as members worked to -
gether and gave their individual  talents and capabil -
ities to the project.” Once again, “Congratulations” to
the Lakeland UMC congregation for a job well done.

Director of Childrel
&
Youth Ministry

Pinson Memorial UMC in Sylvester has an opening
beginning June, 2008, for a Director of Children and
Youth Ministry. If you know of a qualified person, or for
further information, please contact Pinson Memorial UMC
by telephone or mail:

Pinson Memorial UMC
PO Box 118
Sylvester, GA 31791
229-776-3358

PinsonUnitedMeth@bellsouth.net

MEN’SRALLY FOR CHRIST - June 21, 2008

You won’t want to miss this inspirational event! The bi-annual rally sponsored by United Methodist Men from
Alabama-West Florida, South Georgia, and the Florida conference, is scheduled for Tallahassee on June 21, 2008.
Visit www.ummflconf.org and click on the Rally Link for information and registration. Call toll free 877-8153692

for more information.

What are your
Spiritual qifts?

Georgia Baptist Conference Center

Norman Park, GA
May 16 - 18, 2008
(Friday - Sunday)

Inspirational Speaker: Mira L Barrett

Discover God's Call is a three day retreat program
preceded by a 26-day home study. Leadership of the
retreat is provided primarily by volunteer lay people. The
focus of the study and the weekend is to assist
participants in identifying their God-given spiritual gifts
and how to use these gifts in ministry within their local
church and community. For information call:  Corlene
Thompson at (229) 883-8787.

Deadline: April 4, 2008




