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THE BEST INVESTMENT

| am always aware when | pray that | am dealing with One Who is far above my
class or station in life. You might think that such an awareness would create a sense of
unworthiness that would damage the relationship. Not so. To the contrary, the higher
status of the Oneto Whom | speak hasaway of pulling my soul higher. In my lifethere
have been several earthly relationships that have had a similar effect. Some of my
teachers have pulled me higher by the quality of their thinking. Some of the lay people
in the churches | have served have challenged me by the quality of their lives. One of
those peopleis Bill Turner, a member of St. Luke in Columbus. Bill haslived a life with
privileges and challenges | can only imagine. But Bill has used his life for the service of
Jesus Christ and hisinfluence for good has been notable.

Across the years since | left the staff of St. Luke, | have kept in touch with Bill by
mail, once or twice ayear. Hehas never failed to write back handwritten letters. Inthe
most recent letter he told me of his decison to stop teaching one of the high school
Sunday School classes - after sixty years. Whenever | write Bill | try to tell him about
something | am dealing with or going through. | have consstently observed a
unchanging reality. | always have to re-write the letter in order to eliminate some kind of
immature thinking on my part. Because of Bill’s maturity and insightfulness, as| write
him, I see my immaturity and smallness. | fed called to rise above my anxieties and
pettiness. This has been a great gift to me.

A few years ago Bill wrote an autobiography entitled The Learning of Love - A
Journey Toward Servant Leadership. In one part of the book he writes of abanker in
Quincy, Florida, who years ago, like Bill’s father and grandfather, believed in the future
of Coca-Cola. When people would come into his bank to borrow money, he would
encourage them to borrow more than they needed and invest in Coke stock. Today
Quincy has the highest per capita ownership of Coca-Cola in the country. | can only
imagine the difference it has made in some of those families who got in early. As| read
that story | could not help but think of the application to encouraging people to invest
their lives in following Jesus. What a rich inheritance it is when families are fully
invested in the Chrigtian way. What a great favor we do for those we encourage to put
their lives in the hands of the Master.

Across the years of writing Bill there has probably never been atimel could not have
asked him for financial assistance. But | have carefully avoided the subject of money
because that would have cost me far too much. No, Bill’s encouragement and the
challengeto be morethan | am has been of far greater value than any dollar amount. As
many of you reading this know, my Mother died in mid-May. She died unafraid of death,
living in faith in our Savior. Shedied full of love for all our family. She died feeling the
upward pull to the One far above usall in every way. Jesustold a couple of short stores
about people who found valuable things and sold all they had to invest in those things.
Hispoint wasclear. Heistheultimateinvestment. When you are holding your Mother’s
hand as she breathes her last breath that seems like a good investment to have made.

Don Adams
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June 8-11  Annual Conference Columbus

June 15 Father’sDay/Wedey Glen Day

June 18 Moving Day

June 24 Set Up Meeting Camp Tygart 10:00 AM

V acation Bible School in June

NEW APPOINTMENTS IN THE VALDOSTA DISTRICT

Adel - Rev. Jimmy Sharp Mt. Calvary - Rev. Adam Tucker
PO Box 159 2109 Roy Marchant Road
Montezuma, GA 31063 Tifton, GA 31794
Antioch - Rev. Jason Dickerson Poulan - Rev. Charles Puryear
924 Daresh Street PO Box 211
Antigo, WI 54409 Meigs, GA 31766
Bemiss- Rev. Ron Young Shiloh - Rev. Carl Howard
201 S. Peterson 154 Rdgeland Drive
Louisville, KY 40206 Valdosta, GA 31602
Central - Rev. Keith Goodlett Sparks/Lenox- Rev. Chris Shoemaker
PO Box 424 107 W. 120 Street
Pelham, GA Tifton, GA 31794
Doerun/Funston Chg-  Rev. Dan Williamsm Sumner Chg- Rev. Roger Mays

The Gathering -

Lake Park -

Morven/Mt. Zion Camp -

214 S. Hutchinson Avenue
Adel, GA 31620

Rev. Gary Minton
Moss Way
Valdosta, GA 31602

Rev. William Warnock
PO Box27
Woodbine, GA 31569

Rev. Mark Oliver
11572 Hwy. 76
Adel, GA 31620

Tifton 1st Asso-

Trinity -

Valdosta 1st Asso-

PO Box 127
Blackshear, GA 31516

Rev. Bruce Sack
3098 Landings Court
Haines City, FL 33844

Rev. Ron Johnson
3608 Midland Road
Guyton, GA 31312

Rev. JackVarnell
2811 Fawnwood Circle
Valdosta, GA 31602

A card or note to your new pastor would be appreciated!



