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HAPPY DEPENDANCE DAY  

Brennan Manning, in The Ragamuffin Gospel, tells the following story:  

A man walked into the doctor s office and said, Doctor, I have this awful headache 
that never leaves me.  Could you give me something for it?

  

I will, said the doctor, but I want to check a few things out first .  Tell me, do you 
drink a lot of liquor?  Liquor? said the man indignantly.  I never touch the filthy 
stuff.

  

How about smoking?  I think smoking is disgust ing.  I ve never in my life touched 
tobacco.

  

I m a bit embarrassed to ask this, but 

 

you know the way some men are 

 

do you 
run around at night?  Of course not .  What do you take me for?  I m in bed every 
night by ten o clock at the latest .

  

Tell me, said the doctor,  the pain in the head you speak of, is it a sharp, shooting 
kind of pain?  Yes, said the man, That s it 

 

a sharp, shooting kind of pain.

  

Simple, my dear fellow!  Your t rouble is you have your halo on too t ight .  All we 
need to do is loosen it a bit .

  

     The point of this lit t le episode is obvious.  What I have noticed, however, is that 
there are a lot of kinds of halos.  Some, as the above, are conservat ive .  But some 
are progressive or liberal.  All we will have to do later this Summer is watch either of 
the major party conventions and we will hear enough self righteousness to float an 
armada of hot-air balloons across the Atlant ic.  I worried about the conservat ive 
seminary I at tended being narrow minded, unt il I at tended a liberal seminary.  Both 
experiences made it clear to me that the Apost le Paul was absolutely on target when 
he told the church in Ephesus, For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith

 

and this is not from yourself.  I t is a gift of God 

 

not by works so that no man can boast. 
For we are God s workmanship , created in Christ J esus to do good works, which God 
prepared in advance for us to do.  (Ephesians 2: 8-10)  

     In the struggle of life, including the struggle to be righteous (whether that is 
avoiding alcohol or drinking only free t rade coffee) God s grace is at work, seeking to 
re-create a human being who loves God and neighbor and self in a non up-t ight way.  
Only by grace replacing t ight halo s with holy love can this happen.  This is our 
heritage as Methodists.  Every day is dependance day, as God s Spirit with us seeks to 
replace halos with warm hearts, hearts like that of Jesus.          

Don Adams 

   



     

July  
Birthdays                     Anniversaries            

  

   July  2    Peggy Goodlett        July 16     Tony Crosby 
   July  3    Bishop Mike Watson        July 17     Jodi Kindred     July 13      Dwight & Carolyn Bishop 
   July  4    Rev. Glenn Martin            Megan Stalvey   
   July  7    Dorris Robinson             July 18     Ray Bittner        
   July 10   Barbara Felts                      July 19     Sam Rogers 
   July 14   Lisa Crosby         July 22     Bob Dorsey 
        Betty Ryan         July 24     Don Woeltjen 
   July 15  Betty Walker-Lanier        July 26     Greg Lee 
                  Carol Newson                       July 27     Emma Dell Brooks 
         Ashlyn 

 

Children s Home July 29     Al Lewis  
    Sheila Oliver         July 30     Paige Rikard 
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2008 Valdosta  
District Events    
     

July 16  19 Jurisdictional Conference Lake Junaluska  

July 17  20 School of Christian Mission EBTS  

July 21  24 GA Pastors School  EBTS  

Aug   1  Course of Study Graduation Candler  

Aug 16  UMM District Rally  Camp Tygart  

Aug 16  Pathways   Trinity UMC Warner Robins     

   
SPONSOR A CHILD AT HUMBLE UNITED METHODIST SCHOOL A Thr ee Year M ission I nvi tat i on  

Building a Fu tu r e and H ope One Ch i l d at a Ti m e  
Did you know that a gift of $1,500.00 will feed, clothe, house, educate, and medicate one child for an entire year?  

For more information, please email Reverend Denise Walton, denise@sgaumc.com, or call 888-266-7642.                                                                  

 

2008-2009 Sexual Ethics Seminar for Clergy Dates Announced  
Below are the dates that have been set for the 2008-2009 Sexual Ethics Seminars for Clergy. These workshops are 
required every three years  for  person  serving  under  appointment by the bishop  (clergy,  local pastors,  extension 
ministers, appointed lay speakers). Cost is $5 for lunch (collected at the door).  
To register, please e-mail cpcassistant@sgaumc.com.   

Thursday, September 11, 2008 / St. Paul United Methodist Church / Columbus, GA / 9:00 am  3:00 pm  
Thursday, February 12, 2009 / Epworth By The Sea / 10:00 am  4:00 pm  
Tuesday, April 28, 2009 / Warner Robins First United Methodist Church / 9:00 am  3:00 pm  


