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EVEN BISHOPS GET APPOINTED

ThisJuly | attended a Southeast Jurisdictional Conference for the first time. It
turned out to be a very satisfying experience. The process of eecting bishops is
interesting From what | can gather, a lot of brakes have been put on the palitics of
the processin recent years. | can say from my experience that it was remarkably tidy
and nonpolitical. At the beginning of the week each of the candidates made a ten
minute speech in the main auditorium to all of the delegations seated together. Then
each annual conference had the opportunity to ask questions of each candidate asthe
candidates went from room to room where the delegations were located. The person
who was eventually elected (this year only one vacancy had to be filled) did, in my
estimation, the poorest job in speaking to the big group. But in the question and
answer session, as least with our delegation, he displayed the most maturity in how
he presented himsdf as a spiritual follower of Jesus Christ and one who could offer
the kind of leadership people would follow. The rest of the experience was very
positive.

On Friday night the last order of business for the day was the announcement of
the assgnments of bishops. Yep, they have to submit to the same kind of process
that all pastors endure. Several members of Bishop Watson’s extended family were
thereto find out wherethe Watsonswould beliving in the years ahead. Asyou have
probably heard, Bishop Watson isjust moving up 1-75 to North Georgia and Bishop
James King will be coming to South Georgia from Kentucky. It was exciting to
observethisprocessand | believethat in God’s providence these matters work out as
they ought (if we will cooperate). Now there is a last farewel to be said and a
welcometo give. They will take place as follows:

FAREWELL TO THE WATSONS

Sunday, August 17th, at 4:00 p.m. at Vineville United Methodist Church in Macon
there will be a farewell reception for Mike and Margaret Watson. The Watsons have
asked that any funds for going away gifts be directed to the Allie and Excell Watson
Scholarship Fund at Candler School of Theology in honor of Bishop Watson’s
parents. These gifts can be sent to the Conference treasurer at any time.

WELCOME TO THE KINGS

A service of consecration and a welcoming reception for Bishop James King and his
wife, Rose, will be held September 14th at 4:00 p.m. at Mulberry Street United
Methodist Church in Macon. All are welcome to come and meet this deightful
couple.

The overall focus of Jurisdictional Conferenceis ministry. Wetrust that thistime of
trangtion will be a fresh beginning in ministry as we move forward with new
|eadership.

Don Adams
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2008Valdosta
District Events

38t Annual J. D. Tygart
Valdesia District Camp Mesfing
Sept. 21-25, 2008

Aug 1 Course of Study Graduation Candler

Aug 10 David Ring Presentation  Nashville UMC 6:30 PM _
Dr. John Ed Mathison

Aug 16  District UMM Rally Camp Tygart 9:30 AM

Aug 16  Pathways to a Healthy Trinity UMC 9:45 AM Preacher of the Week
Church Warner Robins Angie Carr

Aug 17 Christian Education Sunday Music Director — Tifton FUMC

Sept 6  Spouse Luncheon Dist Parsonage 9:30 AM

Sept 9  So Sub District Valdosta & 10:00 AM

Sept 11 No Sub District Tifton st 10:00 AM

Nationally known speaker, David Ring, will be speaking Sunday evening, August 10, 6:30 p.m.
at Nashville United Methodist Church, 304 S. Berrien St., Nashville, Georgia. The service will
focus on how to emerge victorious rather than victimized in the face of seemingly insurmountable odds.

Entrance to the event is free. Arrive early as seats will fill up quickly. For more information contact the church
office at 229-686-7494. Nashville United Methodist Church is located at the corner of Berrien St. and
McPherson St., Nashville, Georgia. For more information or to schedule an interview, please contact Jeremy
Stephens at (615) 771-1199 or email Jeremy at jstephens@davidring.org.

VALDOSTA DISTRICT UMM
Valdosta District United Methodistdamaal Rally will be held on Augu008, from 9:30 AM
to 1:30 PM. The event will take place at GarhpHFlgn to bring a large group from your church.

Sexual Ethics in Ministry Workshop for Lay Professionals Planned for October

A Sexual Ethics in Ministry Workshop for Lay Professionals is set for October 7, 2008 at Warner Robins First
United Methodist Church from 10:00 am- 4:00 pm. Anyone who ministers to others is potentially vulnerable to
becoming extremely powerful. The temptation exists for church professionals no less than for any other human
being. This temptation may result in the abuse of that power, sometimes sexually. This seminar is designed for
youth directors, children’'s ministers, and other lay church professionals employed by a local church. It will
include lecture, video, and small group interaction designed to foster productive discussion and a real seeking
for clarity, understanding, and moral vision. The cost is $10.00 (includes lunch and all materials). Participants
must register by September 15 by e-mailing cpcassistant@sgaumc.com.

2008-2009 Sexual Ethics Seminar for Clergy Date s Announced

Below are the dates that have been set for the 2008-2009 Sexual Ethics Seminars for Clergy. These workshops are
required every three years for person serving under appointment by the bishop (clergy, local pastors, extension
ministers, appointed lay speakers). Cost is $5 for lunch (collected at the door).

To register, please e-mail cpcassistant@sgaumc.com.

Thursday, September 11, 2008 / St. Paul United Methodist Church / Columbus, GA / 9:00 am- 3:00 pm
Thursday, February 12, 2009 / Epworth By The Sea / 10:00 am— 4:00 pm

Tuesday, April 28, 2009 / Warner Robins First United Methodist Church / 9:00 am— 3:00 pm

Thursday, September 10, 2009 / Valdosta First United Methodist Church / 9:00 am— 3:00 pm

The



