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THE TEAM

You may have heard the story about the mouse and the eephant who walked over a
suspension bridge together. The bridge felt unstable as they made their way across. Upon
reaching the other side of the bridge the mouse said to the elephant, “We really shook that
thing, didn’t we!” Asa Christian and a pastor | often fed like a mouse, a lightweight. The
last congregation | served, Statesboro First, has an extremey gothic style sanctuary.
Bishop Moore called it “thelittle cathedral.” Down each side was a series of large limestone
constructed pillars. Often, as | walked into that space to pray, | would remind myself that |
had as much power to change that congregation as | had to move those pillars. With that in
mind | would then pray for change, knowing that it would not be accomplished by me. Did
that mean growth and improvement was impossible? No, it smply meant it would only
happen through teamwork, through...

...the Father, ...Son, ...Holy Spirit,
...the children of God in that church family,
...that community’s organizations (food bank, women’s shelter,
Salvation Army, United Way, etc.),
...our United Methodist connection locally and around the world (thisis vast),
...the means of grace (worship, prayer, Scripture, fasting, obedient service),
..para-church organizations (Emmaus community, Mission Society,
Habitat for Humanity, etc., etc., etc.),
..Christian family and friends (cell phones, e-mail and Face Book have
revolutionized these connections),
...the world of media communications, including numerous Christian media
aswell as secular (both print and electronic), and
... whatever | am not thinking of right now that brings support
(like well-stocked grocery stores and dependable utilities).

Obviousdly ,all of us have accessto aremarkable team to aid us in shaking the bridges we
walk on each day.

Y ears ago Michael Jordan scored 69 pointsin one game. The lead was so big that Chicago
Bulls coach, Phil Jackson, put in Stacy King — a seldom used rookie substitute. King scored
two meaningless free throws. Some years later he was asked by a reporter, “What’s been
the highlight of your career?” He replied, “It would have to be the night
Michael Jordan and | combined to score 71 points!” Every day each of usis part
of an amazing team, a team abundant in resources. Of course, thedirection and strength we
receive from God’s Spirit and Word and people are at the heart of thisteam. And thetruth
is every one of usis shaking the world a little every day, thanks to the eephant of a team
that walksalong sdeus. No, | can’t change much of anything, but we can, together.

I’m Don Adams, a representative of a very connectional church, and | approve this
message.

Don Adams
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2008 Valdosta :
District Events "E November Charge

Sun am Unity

Sun pm Central
H . . Mon pm Nashville
Daylight Saving Time Ends!
Tue pm Lake Park
Nov 2 All Saints Day Wed pm Bemiss
. . Sun pm Providence
Nov 6 UMM Dist Mtg BemissUMC  7:00 PM
Tue pm Mt. Calvary
Nov 9 Wesdeyan College Sunday Wed pm Tifton 15
Nov 1l SoSub District Valdosta 1 10:00 AM Thupm Norman Park/Kimball
Sun am Evelyn
Nov 13 No Sub District Tifton 1 10:00 AM Sun (3:00 pm) Doerun/Funston
Sun pm Poulan
Nov 17 Tygart Corp Mtg Pipkin Ctr 6:00 PM Tue pm Morven/Mt. Zion Camp
Nov 27  Thanksgiving Wed pm Moultrie 1%
Sun (8:00 am) Lakeland
Nov 30 United Methodist Student Day Sun am Herring Memorial

Sun pm Park Avenue

Dec 1 Dist Common Ministry Adel UMC 8:30 AM Mon pm valdosta 15t

Dec 4 Dist ChristmasDinner Moultriels  6:30 PM Sun am Wesley Chapel
Sun pm Sumner Chg

SAFE SANCTUARIES

In June of 2007, the Annual Conference voted that every congregation would be required to have a Safe
Sanctuaries policy by the end of 2008. We are now within two months of that time. There are sample policies
on the conference website (sgaumc.org) - see the links on the left/bottom. As of October 27, these are the
congregations for which we do NOT have policies on file in the district office (if you have a policy and your
church name is not on the list, please send us a copy - or another copy if you had previously sent one and we
do not have it); Bemiss, Doerun, Funston, The Gathering, Hahira, Herring Memorial, Normal Park, Kimball,
Irwinville, Omega, Leila, Poulan, Quitman, Ray City, Community, Salem, Shiloh, Lenox, Sumner, Shingler,
Damascus, Ty Ty, Tyson Memorial, Live Oak, Weeks Chapel, Wesley Chapel, Wright's Chapel, Naylor. This
list does not mean a policy has not been passed or is not in the process, it means that we do not yet have a
copy of it. Also, there is a page in the Charge Conference materials that needs to be signed and sent to us so
that we have a copy of it and can send a copy to Connectional Ministries for their records. We are just past the
halfway point. Churches of all sizes and situations have submitted policies. Thanks to all for their work in
enhancing this part of ministry.

2008-2009 Sexual Ethics Seminar for Clergy Dates Announced

Below are the dates that have been set for the 2008-2009 Sexual Ethics Seminars for Clergy. These workshops are
required every three years for person serving under appointment by the bishop (clergy, local pastors, extension
ministers, appointed lay speakers). Cost is $5 for lunch (collected at the door).

To register, please e-mail cpcassistant@sgaumc.com.

® Thursday, February 12, 2009 / Epworth By The Sea / 10:00 am— 4:00 pm
® Tuesday, April 28, 2009 / Warner Robins First United Methodist Church / 9:00 am— 3:00 pm
®* Thursday, September 10, 2009 / Valdosta First United Methodist Church / 9:00 am- 3:00 pm
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Lands of the Bible Cruise

Encompassing the Old TestameniMoses and the Israelites in Egypt)
and the New Testamentthe Gospels ad Jesus’ Ministry; Actsand Paul’s Ministry)

Join Bishop James King, Jr. and the South
Georgia Annual Confererarethis 11 day Program
Departs on March 4, 2009 prices from2398*

For more information or a brochure, contactah®ficstr228427470 or umdov@bellsouth.n...

Both Carol Sizemore (Grace) and Al Lewis (Norman Park/Kimball)
have recently been hospitalized but are now recovering at home. | am
sure they would love hearing from you.

SPONSOR A CHILD AT HUMBLE PLACE

As various classes, circles, and other groups consider mission outreach, few decisions could more c
life than the decision to sponsor a child fgedalse# Humble School in Uganda. All those who saw and
the children’s choir from Uganda felt the potential for impact that this program brings to otherwise helpless lives.

The cost of sponsoring a child is $1,500 per year for the three year commitment.  While this is a significant
commitmert, it is a profoundly meaningful opportunity. On the South Georgia Conference website (sgaumc.org)

there is an illustrated cycle of links that allows the viewer to connect with major conference program information.

Wait until the Humble School link appears, click, and there will be information about how to indicate your plan to
support a child. Or, contact the district office and we will get information to you. The Men's group at Pinson
Memorial in Sylvester is the latest group to sign up. It is possible to offer lesser support, and if that is helpful, the

form will indicate how that can be done. Thank you for making a decision that will make a great diffe

Nov 14 Bekah Goodlett Nov 26  Hh Dorsey

: November :
: Birthdays Anniversaries :
« Nov 2 Kim McDowell Nov14 David Tart Nov21l Walter & Becky Poweli
Nov 4 Ralph Haywood Nov 17 Lauren Stalvey Nov 22  Willie & Jacki Beasley.
: Abby Morgan Nov 20 Curtis Roberts
« Nov 7 Isaac Salgado Nov 21  Tyler Powell :
Novs 11 Marlow Wright Minton)Nov 22  John McGowan .
¢ Nov12 Amy Martin Nov 23  Jack Atkinson .
+ Nov 13 Mary Hiers Jeremy Morgan
Karen Mason Nov 24  Christopher Morgan .



