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ADVENT            

Advent means the coming of Christ into the world and the annual joyful 
celebration of HIS coming again into the life of the church and into the hearts of 
Christian people.  Advent begins as a season of anticipation and preparation.  It 
reminds us that Christ who came to redeem us will come again to receive us to 
Himself.  We prepare for the dominant theme of Advent, the coming of the Christ 
Child.

            

We begin decorating our churches and homes with religious symbols, 
poinsettias, and candles which call to mind the birth of Jesus in a manger.  The 
advent wreath grows out of this attitude of preparation and combines the 
elements of lighting candles, singing, and prayers.  Four candles represent the four 
weeks of Advent while the fifth candle represents Jesus Christ and is lit on 
Christmas Day.  The candles for the four Sundays are usually purple signifying the 
preparation while the Christ candle is white signifying the purity of Christ.  As we 
light the candles, we remember the Christmas story we

 

light the first candle for 
HOPE, the second candle for PEACE, the third candle for JOY, and the fourth candle 
for LOVE.

            

In the midst of the frustrations and fears of our time, how grateful we can be 
for the promise of home that Advent brings.  It was Phillip Brooks who described 
this hope so well in his Christmas hymn:

  

the hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.

  

Together in Christ,

     

Henry C. Bass  

 

Valdosta District 
CHRISTMAS OPEN HOUSE 

Sunday, December 4, 2011 
2  5:00 PM 

District Parsonage 
806 Millpond Road 

Valdosta, GA

 

http://www.umcvaldistrict.org


 
The District Office 
Will be closed for the 

Christmas Holidays 
         from 

     December 22, 2011

 

         to   
       January 3, 2012 
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2011 Valdosta  
District Events      
Dec  1      World AIDS Day  

Dec  4      District Christmas Open House  Parsonage       

Dec  6       Quitman Charge Conference  

Dec  8      Board of Ordained Ministry Mtg  Adel UMC  

Dec 11      Herring Memorial Charge Conference  

Dec 25      CHRISTMAS DAY  

       Henry Bass cell # (229) 327-4055    

2012 Appointment Making Schedule 
Enclosed in this month s newsletter you will find details about the upcoming appointment process and the 
timeline we will be using in 2012.  We share this with you for your information, your prayerful consideration, 
and your timely response.  Please note that all forms will be mailed on January 3, 2012, and we ask that they 
be returned by February 1, 2012.  NOTE TO SPRC CHAIRPERSON:  If you are not serving as chair of your 
SPRC Committee in 2012, please give the enclosed information and schedule to the new Charge-Wide 
SPRC chairperson.  

PASTORS:  Please call NOW to schedule your January appointment with the D. S. beginning January 3.    

Tues, Jan. 3  Park Ave  Wed, Jan. 4 AM  Park Ave  Wed, Jan. 4 PM  Moultrie 1st 

Thurs, Jan. 5  Tifton 1st  Tues, Jan. 10  Valdosta 1st  Thurs, Jan 12  Tifton 1st  

Epworth Ambassadors Retreat 
The date has been set for the first Epworth Ambassador Retreat for January 28-29, 2012.  Hopefully, some will 
be able to stay over for Winter Camp Meeting.  There will be a tour of the grounds and a DVD and information 
packet to take home.  The retreat will be complimentary for each Ambassador.  

Disciple Covenant Conference - February 24-25, 2012 
Bishop James King is pleased to announce that the 2012 Discipleship Covenant 
Conference (DCC) has been set for February 24-25, 2012, at the Macon Centreplex in 
Macon, Ga. The DCC is an experience where clergy, staff and laity come together to 
develop and improve personal and congregational covenants based on the timeless 
values of our faith. Speakers for the two day event include Tim Stevens, Granger 
Community Church, Sister Kathleen Flood, Program Development Executive for 
Stillpoint, a school for spiritual direction and contemplative prayer, Jim and Jennifer 
Cowart, Harvest Church UMC in Warner Robins, and Jay Hanson, The Chapel UMC in Brunswick.  Robert 
McMichael

 

and Jarvis Wilson, both from Atlanta, will lead the music for the event. For more details visit 
disciplecovenantconference.org or contact Pam Kanode at (478) 475-9286 or pkanode@sgaumc.com.        

  

Sexual Ethics Training Sessions in 2012

  

Thursday  -  February 9, 2011  10:00 AM     Epworth by the Sea 
Tuesday    - April 24, 2011  10:00 AM     Warner Robins 1st UMC     

Cost:  $5.00 at the door  lunch included.              To register:  email    cpcassistant@sgaumc.com 

 



  

The Porpoise-
Given Life 

Wisdom from the Cetacean Nation 

You re Invited to 
A Lenten Spiritual 
Renewal Retreat 

March 5  7, 2012
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Connectional Ministries         

and   

Upcoming Events at Epworth by the Sea    

Peace By The River 2011  
A post holiday retreat for pastors. Come "Rest and Renew" amidst 

our magnificent live oaks in the month of December. NO AGENDAS!

 

The clock is NOT important! No agendas!  A 50% discount off our 
individual rates.  Call Sandy Taylor, individual reservationist, at 912-638-8688 for more information or 

to make a reservation.

       

Warmth in Winter

      

Senior Moments

 

   
                 January 16-18, 2012  
 featuring SINGER, HUMORIST & FOLK-THEOLOGIAN  

              ED KILBOURNE    

Epworth Winter Camp Meeting  

"The Greatest Story Ever Told"        
January 29  February 1, 2012

  

Bishop James R. King, Jr.  will open the four-day  gathering with the 
Bishop's  Hour on  Sunday  evening.   South  Georgia's  new  District   
Superintendents  will  be  preaching and other cabinet members will be leading the Bible 
Study.  Area choirs will sing each evening with special music under the direction of Angie 
Carr.     Reservations and registrations will soon be available at: www.epworthbythesea.org         

   

Confirmation Retreat I  -   March 2  4, 2012

 

Confirmation Retreat II  -  March 16  18, 2012

   

This weekend retreat will show you the right path in 

 

our search to know more about our

 

Savior, 

 

Jesus Christ, and our United Methodist heritage.

   

Local Pastors Licensing School

  

February 3, 2012

  

For more information about License to Preach School, 
contact Rev. Steve Meguiar at 912-657-8844 or

 

smeguiar@concast.net

   

http://www.epworthbythesea.org


       

December 
               Bir thdays                Anniversar ies  

  Dec  3     Bruce Sack  Dec 24     Sylvia Tart             Dec 18     Jack & Sharon Atkinson 
  Dec 10     C. J. Harp  Dec 26     Wayne Mitchell           Dec 20     Joe & Gloria Smith 
  Dec 17     Sandra Conley      Diane Shedd                 Eric & Carol Sizemore 
  Dec 20    Erica Lehman Dec 28     Rose West            Dec 21     Anna Juran & Mark Kelley  

     Ginger Pinckard Dec 31     Jeanette Bittner           Dec 22     R. V. & Catherine Williams 
  Dec 23     Sheryl Stalvey      Catherine Daughtery           Dec 27     Dewey & Sheryl Stalvey         

          Dec 28     V. L. & Catherine Daughtery         
          Dec. 30     Ray & Jeanette Bittner   

  Valdosta District Office of 
              The United Methodist Church 
              806 Millpond Road 
              Valdosta, GA  31602      

  Return

 
Service

 
Requested
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The Methodist Home s Valdosta Campus currently has 12 girls ranging in age from 12 to 17. 
They are in need of gifts for all of these children.   If  you  are interested  in  receiving  a  wish 
list  or  sponsoring  a  party,   please  contact Corinne Simmons at  (229) 247-5100  or  send an 
email   to  Corinne.Simmons@TheMethodistHome.org.    Help  make  this  Christmas  one  
worth remembering for these children.                        
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