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NEW YEAR  

St. Paul wrote in his letter to the Philippians:  

  

Forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to what lies ahead.

  

For most of us, Christmas is only a pleasant memory.  In the church year, 
however, Christmas begins on December 25th and extends for 12 days. 

 

You 
remember the little song that starts on the first day of Christmas my true love gave to 
me, a partridge in a pear tree.  Her true love must have broken the bank of Monte 
Carlo as he proceeds to give her two turtle doves, three French hens, four calling 
birds, five golden rings, six geese laying, seven swans swimming, eight maids milking, 
nine ladies dancing, ten lords leaping, eleven pipers piping, and twelve drummers 
drumming.

  

The idea of the twelve days of Christmas is based on the tradition that the wise 
men arrive to worship the Christ child 12 days after His birth.  Thus, many churches 
celebrate January 6th as the day the wise men came to offer their gifts of gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh.  This special day is celebrated on Epiphany.  The special 
theme of Epiphany is that God has revealed Himself to all people everywhere.  It is a 
tradition for it speaks of God s eternal purpose that all people everywhere should 
know of His love and His salvation.

  

Forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to what lies ahead.

  

The first 
words in the Bible are, In the beginning God.

    

There is a poem that expresses our 
thoughts and wishes in one sentence: I wish there were a place of beginning again.  
Paul wrote, Forgetting the past I press onward.

  

In Bombay, India, there is an ancient custom of burning effigies on the last day of 
the year to wipe away the tragedies and disappointments of the past year as a new 
year is begun.  The Germans burn fireworks to frighten away evil spirits which lurk in 
the vicinity.  Spaniards gather at Medieval sights; and, as the clock strikes midnight, 
each person eats a grape with each strike believing this brings luck for the new year.  
Many people of France and Scandinavia burn Yule logs cut from fruit trees to bring a 
good harvest in the year to come.  We Americans cook black-eyed peas and hog-jowl 
to bring us good luck!

  

All these customs illustrate the need people feel for a fresh start in their lives.  The 
fresh start Paul speaks of in Philippians is a continuous spiritual growth for all who 
look for the new life with hope.  To follow this growth takes concentration, 
imagination, and faith.  We must concentrate on the path that lies ahead, an 
imagination which lends flexibility to our following, and

 

faith in our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ!

  

Together in Christ,

     

Henry C. Bass 

http://www.umcvaldistrict.org


 
FOUR FORMS ARE 

DUE BY  
FEBRUARY 1, 2012   

Cabinet Information Form 
Due Online  

Pastor s Report to Cabinet 
SPRC Report to Cabinet  

Statistical Report 
Due Online 
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2012 Valdosta  
District Events      
Jan   3        Forms go out to Pastors & SPRC  

Jan 10        S Sub-District  Valdosta 1st      10:00 AM  

Jan 12        N Sub-District  Tifton 1st      10:00 AM  

Jan 13        Cabinet Information Form available Online  

Jan 16-      The D. S. will be in Paraguay, S. A., on a short-term 
  Jan 27      mission trip.  Rev. Lowery Brantley will be on call for  

          any cabinet issues and Dr. John McGowan will be on   
       call for your pastoral needs.  

Jan 29-        Winter Camp Mtg EBTS 
   Feb 1  

PASTORS:  Please call NOW to schedule your January appointment with the D. S. beginning January 3.    

Tues, Jan. 3  Park Ave  Wed, Jan. 4 AM  Park Ave  Wed, Jan. 4 PM  Moultrie 1st 

Thurs, Jan. 5  Tifton 1st  Tues, Jan. 10  Valdosta 1st  Thurs, Jan 12  Tifton 1st  

Pastors Planning to Retire in June 
Pastors planning to retire at Annual Conference need to provide notification of this intent by 
Wednesday, February 15th.  A letter of intent should be sent to Bishop King with copies to your 
District Superintendent, Miriam Hagan, and Gene Cochran.  

Disciple Covenant Conference - February 24-25, 2012 
Bishop James King is pleased to announce that the 2012 Discipleship Covenant 
Conference (DCC) has been set for February 24-25, 2012, at the Macon Centreplex in 
Macon, Ga. The DCC is an experience where clergy, staff and laity come together to 
develop and improve personal and congregational covenants based on the timeless 
values of our faith. Speakers for the two day event include Tim Stevens, Granger 
Community Church, Sister Kathleen Flood, Program Development Executive for 
Stillpoint, a school for spiritual direction and contemplative prayer, Jim and Jennifer 
Cowart, Harvest Church UMC in Warner Robins, and Jay Hanson, The Chapel UMC in Brunswick.  Robert 
McMichael

 

and Jarvis Wilson, both from Atlanta, will lead the music for the event. For more details visit 
disciplecovenantconference.org or contact Pam Kanode at (478) 475-9286 or pkanode@sgaumc.com

               

Sexual Ethics Training Sessions in 2011

  

Thursday  -  February 9, 2012  10:00 AM      Epworth by the Sea 
Tuesday    - April 24, 2011  10:00 AM      Warner Robins 1st UMC  

Due this year:  Wayne Anthony, Charles Zimmerman, Henry Bass, Gary Griffin, Mark  
                          Addington, Ray Bittner, Lance Kindred, Paul Jones, Shannon Patterson  

Cost:  $5.00 at the door  lunch included.              To register:  email    cpcassistant@sgaumc.com 

 



  

The Porpoise-Given Life 
Wisdom from the Cetacean Nation 

You re Invited to A Lenten Spiritual Renewal 
Retreat 

March 5  7, 2012 
Led by Rev. Dr. Chris B. Hughes 
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Connectional Ministries         

and   

Upcoming Events at Epworth by the Sea      

Epworth Winter Camp Meeting  

"The Greatest Story Ever Told"       
January 29  February 1, 2012

  

Bishop James R. King, Jr.  will open the four-day  gathering with the 
Bishop's  Hour on  Sunday  evening.   South  Georgia's  new  District   
Superintendents  will  be  preaching and other cabinet members will be leading the Bible 
Study.  Area choirs will sing each evening with special music under the direction of Angie 
Carr.     Reservations and registrations are available at: www.epworthbythesea.org

  

Morning Preachers   Evening Preachers:

   

Bible Study Teachers 
Monday:  Rev. Wayne Moseley  Sunday:  The Bishop s Hour  Monday:  Teaching

 

Americus District Superintendent  Bishop James R. King, Jr.   Rev. Shane Green      
So Georgia Conference Episcopal Leader Columbus District  Superintendent  

Tuesday:  Rev. Mike Huling   Monday:  Rev. Tommy Martin  Tuesday:  Fellowship

 

Savannah District Superintendent  Macon District Superintendent  Rev. Ben Martin           
Statesboro District Superintendent  

Wednesday:  Rev. Benjy Varnell  Tuesday:  Rev. Henry Bass   Wednesday:  Worship

 

Waycross District Superintendent  Valdosta District Superintendent  Rev. Lowery Brantley           
Thomasville District Superintendent                       

   

Local Pastors Licensing School

  

February 3, 2012

  

For more information about License to Preach School, 
contact Rev. Steve Meguiar at 912-657-8844 or

 

smeguiar@concast.net

   

Confirmation Retreat I  -   March 2  4, 2012

 

Confirmation Retreat II  -  March 16  18, 2012

   

This weekend retreat will show you the right path in 

 

our search to know more about our

 

Savior, 

 

Jesus Christ, and our United Methodist heritage.

  

http://www.epworthbythesea.org


         

January 
               Birthdays                Anniversaries  

   Jan  1     Dan Robinson      Jan 17     Megan Stalvey    Jan 27     Dan & Dorris Robinson 
   Jan 2      Lawrence Wiggins      Jan 19     Dewey Stalvey 
   Jan  4    John Harrington      Jan 20    Andrew Goodlett 
   Jan  6    Gary Griffin      Jan 23     Keith Goodlett  

     Ken Morgan               Robin Zimmerman 
   Jan  8    Annette Brooks      Jan 25     Patti Minton 
   Jan 10    Andrew Goodlett       
   Jan 11     V. L. Daughtery        

      Naomi Harp 
      Polly Pollett       

   

   
  Valdosta District Office of 

              The United Methodist Church 
              806 Millpond Road 
              Valdosta, GA  31602      

  Return

 
Service

 
Requested
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